
PLEASANT VALLEY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bettendorf, LeClaire, Riverdale 

  
UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

  
BOARD OF EDUCATION, REGULAR MEETING, BELMONT ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 
Monday, September 26, 2011  – 7:00 P.M. C.D.S.T. 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                              
Regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Dayman. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Archer, Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, Huegel, Witters.  Absent:  Paulsen. 
  
Also Present:  Jim Spelhaug, Mike Clingingsmith, Brian Strusz, Christine Harvey, Gene Holst, Aimee Peters, 
and Mike Zimmer. 
  
AGENDA APPROVED:  Motion by Witters, second by Huegel to approve the agenda as presented.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
COMMUNICATIONS:  President Dayman welcomed visitors.  Director Archer and Dr. Spelhaug thanked Tony 
Huegel and Pam Paulsen, outgoing board directors, for their service to the school district. 
  
Mr. Strusz congratulated the PVCHS Boys Golf Team for their win at the 2011 MAC golf tournament.  Currently, 
PV has four teams ranked in the State Top Ten:  Volleyball (9th), Girls Swimming (8th), Girls Cross Country (4th) 
and Boys Cross Country (3rd)! 
  
The Cities of Riverdale and Bettendorf along with Scott Community College are once again working to control the 
size of the deer population with expert bow hunters.  They hunt in the wooded area behind the administration 
center.  The wooded area between Spartan Stadium and the baseball/softball complex is not impacted by this 
hunt.  The hunting activity is coordinated with the district to insure that there is no crossover between our activities 
practices and hunting.  We encourage citizens to stay out of these areas during non-school hours/days. 
  
The retiring 2010-2011 board was adjourned. 
  
The 2011-12 Board of Education was convened with Archer, Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, Isbell, Richmond and 
Witters present.  The Oath of Office was administered to Debbie Dayman, Director District 3, Scott Isbell, Director 
District 4, Joe Bullock, Director District 5, and Amy Richmond, Director District 6.  Election of officers was 
held.  Debbie Dayman was elected President unanimously.  Heather Witters was elected Vice President with ballots 
cast by Archer, Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, Isbell and Richmond.   Director Witters cast her vote for Joe 
Bullock.  The Oath of Office was administered to President Dayman and Vice President Witters by the secretary.   
  
CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion by Dohmen, second by Witters that the consent agenda be approved as 
presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The Consent Agenda consists of the resignation of Jody Houghton as a 
special education aide at PVJH; the regular employment of Aubrey Winslow as an educational aide at PVJH 
and Dan Simmons as head building custodian at PVCHS; the increase in hours of Rhonda Brockhouse as an 
educational aide/special education aide at Bridgeview from 3 hours/day to 4.5 hours/day; the probationary 
employment of Holli Crowley as a special education aide at Bridgeview and Kareena (Kari) Long as a special 
education aide at PVCHS, the probationary employment of Michelle Childers as a special education aide at 
PVJH; the extra-curricular additions of Chris Bryant as head boys track coach, Kim Leiphon as theater 
costumer and Heidi Meyer as Hopewell robotics sponsor and the extra-curricular drop of Erik Belby as head 
boys track coach; the appointment of Brian Strusz as District Child Abuse Investigator, Stephanie Judkins as 
Alternate, and Jim Sweeney as Outside Investigator, and the following resolutions to comply with the district’s 
requirements for appointments normally handled in the Board of Directors Annual Meeting: 

  
Be it resolved that the Board President, Board Secretary, Treasurer, Chief Financial Officer and Superintendent be authorized to sign 
warrants authorized by the Chief Financial Officer to be drawn upon the accounts maintained at Blackhawk Bank, LeClaire, Iowa. 



  
Be it resolved that the Board President, Board Secretary, Treasurer, Chief Financial Officer and Superintendent be authorized to sign 
warrants authorized by the Chief Financial Officer to be drawn upon the accounts maintained at Valley State Bank, Eldridge, Iowa. 
  
Appointments of Treasurer and Secretary:   
  
Joyce Bauwens is appointed as Treasurer of the Pleasant Valley Community School District for a one year term.  The term will begin 
September 26, 2011, and end September 24, 2012. 
  
Christine Harvey is appointed as Secretary of the Pleasant Valley Community School District for a one year term.  The term will 
begin September 26, 2011, and end September 24, 2012. 
  
Secretary and Treasurer will be bonded in the amount of $10,000 as per Code of Iowa, Section 291.2. 
  
Appointment of Lane & Waterman as District Legal Counsel. 
  
The Oath of Office was administered to the board secretary by the president. 

  
  
EXPENSES APPROVED:  Motion by Bullock, second by Archer that General Fund warrants be issued in the 
total amount of $194,104.00 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Witters, second by Dohmen that Nutrition Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of $66,597.25 
in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Archer, second by Bullock that Elementary/Junior High Activity Fund warrants be issued in the total 
amount of $2,424.46 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Dohmen, second by Witters that High School Activity Fund warrants be issued in the total amount 
of $14,009.77 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Bullock, second by Archer that Management Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of 
$217,748.99 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Dohmen, second by Bullock that PPEL Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of $24,657.11 
in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Witters, second by Dohmen that Capital Project Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of 
$877,274.16 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Bullock, second by Archer that Debt Service Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of 
$1,000,000.00 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Dohmen, second by Archer that Internal Service Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of 
$1,001,500.00 in payment of invoices presented. 
  
Motion by Archer, second by Dohmen that Trust Fund Warrants be issued in the total amount of $433.66 in 
payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
  
APPROVAL OF REAL ESTATE EXCHANGE AGREEMENT AND ADDENDUM TO REAL 
ESTATE:  Dr. Spelhaug and the Board reviewed an addendum to the Forest Grove Road property exchange 
agreement with the city of Bettendorf.  In an effort to make sure that all the parties involved can justify to their 
publics that this is a fair exchange, an appraisal was conducted on the parcels involved.  This appraisal 
concluded that the proposed land the district is to receive from the city is valued just over $40,000 more than 
the parcels the district will deed to the city.  This difference was resolved in a manner which addressed this 
issue and did not require the district to pay out any additional dollars.  It was accomplished by reducing the 
parcel the district receives from the city from 15 acres to 14.25 acres and the sellers of the parcels to the district 
agreed to reduce the sale price by just over $13,000.  Relative to the reduction of the district’s parcel to 14.25 
acres, the size of the Hopewell property from Hopewell Avenue north to just past the playground area and east 



and west to district property lines is right in the 14 acre range.  Gene Holst was present and answered questions 
from the board.  With the board’s approval, the plan is for Dr. Spelhaug to meet with the Bettendorf city council 
on October 5. 
  
Motion by Dohmen, second by Bullock that the Board approve the addendum to the real estate agreement dated 
September 15, 2011.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Dohmen, Isbell, Richmond, Witters, Archer, Bullock, 
Dayman.  Nays – none.  Motion carried. 
  
Motion by Bullock, second by Archer that the Board approve the exchange agreement with the City of 
Bettendorf for land on Forest Grove Road as presented.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, 
Isbell, Richmond, Witters, Archer.  Nays – none.  Motion carried. 
  
UPDATE ON ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS:  The board was provided several data 
sources regarding enrollment:   percentage of students at each grade level enrolled at north and south end 
schools, a five year history of what enrollment has been at each grade level and the five year average growth 
from one grade level to the next. 
This data then became the predictive factor for “K-12 Enrollment Projections”.                  The final 
information was a set of papers which outlines elementary enrollment projections by school year and breaks 
this down between north and south end schools.  Dr. Spelhaug has met with the high school faculty and 
Mike Zimmer has met with department chairs and departments.  Mike Zimmer has completed work relative 
to projecting staffing needs. 
  
He presented revised designs to address the growth needs at both Hopewell (four additional classrooms) and 
the High School (additional classrooms, lockers, and renovated areas for specialty areas (art, music, 
theater).  He estimated that the cost of the additional square footage takes the overall costs for the two 
projects to approximately $4,700,000.   
  
SBRC REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL ALLOWABLE GROWTH AND SUPPLEMENTAL AID FOR 
2010-11 SPECIAL EDUCATION DEFICIT.  The state requires that the Board authorize a request to the 
SBRC (School Budget Review Committee) for additional allowable growth for the amount of the district’s 
special education deficit for the 2010-11 fiscal year.  The district is also required to file a request to the SBRC 
for supplemental aid.  Supplemental aid is a distribution of the positive special education balances in the state to 
district’s that have a special education deficit.  This supplemental aid is prorated based on the amount of a 
district’s special education deficit.  These requests to the SBRC are a standard procedure that is done every 
year.  The 2010-11 special education supplement was due to the state on September 15th and showed a deficit 
for the 2010-11 fiscal year of $55,508.25.  This amount is subject to change (but not expected to change much, 
if at all) because the Iowa Department of Education has not reviewed and approved the report yet.  Following is 
historical information showing the amount of the district’s special education deficit each of the past eight years: 
  
2003-04 = $ 672,045 
2004-05 = $ 375,819 
2005-06 = $ 238,851 
2006-07 = $ 301,560 
2007-08 = $ 250,131 
2008-09 = $ 195,194 
2009-10 = $ 199,123 
2010-11 = $   55,508 (not reviewed and approved by Iowa DOE yet) 
  
Motion by Witters, second by Archer that the Board authorize a request to the School Budget Review 
Committee (SBRC) for additional allowable growth in the amount of the district’s final 2010-11 special 
education deficit and a request for supplemental aid based on the amount of the district’s final 2010-11 special 
education deficit.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Witters, Archer, Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, Isbell, Richmond.  Nays 
– none.  Motion carried. 
  
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Mr. Clingingsmith presented the monthly financial reports for 
August, 2011.  Through August, general fund revenue totaled $1,329,899 and expenses totaled 



$1,690,999.  The fund balance in the General Fund at August 31, 2011 was $1,988,696.  There were no 
significant variances from projections in the financial reports. 
  
Motion by Witters, second by Dohmen that the board accept the monthly financial reports for August as 
presented.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Witters, Archer, Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, Isbell, Richmond.  Nays – 
none.  Motion carried. 
  
CHANGE ORDER FOR STADIUM RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT:  Dr. Spelhaug presented 
change order number 4 for the stadium reconstruction project, an add of $1,698.60.  The change order is a 
collection of adds and a deduct.  As a summary: 
  
                     The first part of the change order is both an add and a deduct for the lights on the stone 
columns.  The ones specified were inappropriate for durability and aesthetics.  To change these out we got a 
deduct of $1,386.87 and an add of $2,014.95 for the new ones. 
                     The next two parts were the aspects that we identified in the last meeting:  adding additional stone 
work to the northeast retaining wall (+$2,004.35) and lowering the existing water main below frost line 
(+$4,239.08). 
                     The next part of the change order was miscellaneous electrical work related to sound, switch 
locations, etc.  (+$2,094.09) 
                     The last aspect of the change order was a deduct of (-$7,267.00) which was for unused testing, 
painting, and electrical. 
  
Motion by Bullock, second by Archer that the board approve change order #4 in the amount of an add of 
$1,698.60 to the stadium reconstruction project.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, Isbell, 
Richmond, Witters, Archer.  Nays – none.  Motion carried. 
  
RESOLUTION APPROVING INTERFUND LOAN:  Since the last board meeting, the district has received 
significant billings for the three major construction projects in the district ($487,929.36 for High School Stadium 
Renovation – Phase II, $134,819.20 for High School Kitchen Renovation and $243,103.00 for Junior High Building 
Addition).  Mr. Clingingsmith recommended using a combination of interfund borrowing of $500,000.00 from the 
Management Fund and the execution of an already scheduled permanent transfer of $99,500.00 from the Nutrition 
Fund to the Capital Projects Fund (next agenda item) to cover the shortage of funds in the PPEL and Capital Projects 
Funds in order to pay these invoices.   Mr. Clingingsmith reminded the board that by using interfund borrowing, the 
district can borrow the money at a much lower interest rate than by borrowing from Quad City Bank & Trust.  In 
addition, with interfund borrowing, the district is paying the interest to itself rather than to Quad City Bank & 
Trust.  It is necessary to approve a “Resolution Approving Interfund Loan”. 
  
Motion by Bullock, second by Dohmen that the Board approve the “Resolution Approving Interfund Loan” that 
reflects a Capital Projects Fund borrowing of $500,000.00 from the Management Fund, at an interest rate of 0.75%, 
payable in full no later than June 30, 2012.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Bullock, Dayman, Dohmen, Isbell, Richmond, 
Witters, Archer.  Nays – none.  Motion carried. 
  
RESOLUTION TO MAKE PERMANENT TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM NUTRITION FUND TO 
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND (RELATED TO HOPEWELL AND HIGH SCHOOL FOOD 
SERVICE EQUIPMENT): 
As we noted in the previous agenda item, the district asked the Board to approve a permanent transfer of cash in the 
amount of $99,500.00 from the district’s Nutrition Fund to the Capital Projects Fund.  This permanent transfer of 
funds is being made for the purpose of having the Nutrition Fund reimburse the Capital Projects Fund for the 
Hopewell and High School food service equipment that was originally purchased using cash from the Capital 
Projects Fund.  This transfer is recommended at this time to help cover the payment of the construction related 
invoices referred to previously.   
  
The total cost of the Hopewell food service equipment was $237,385.00.  The Nutrition Fund reimbursed 
$37,385.00 of this in the 2010-11 fiscal year and will reimburse $50,000.00 per year for the 2011-12 to 2014-15 
fiscal years.  The total cost of the High School food service equipment is $249,500.00.  The Nutrition Fund will be 
reimbursing $49,500.00 in the 2011-12 fiscal year and $50,000.00 per year for the 2012-13 to 2015-16 fiscal 



years.  These each are being spread over five payments so that the Nutrition Fund cash balance is not run too 
low.  Because this is being considered a permanent transfer of funds, rather than an interfund loan, it is not necessary 
for the Nutrition Fund to pay interest to the Capital Projects Fund as part of these transactions. 
  
Motion by Dohmen, second by Bullock that the Board authorizes a permanent transfer of funds to be made 
from the Nutrition Fund to the Capital Projects Fund in the amount of $99,500.00.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – 
Dohmen, Isbell, Richmond, Witters, Archer, Bullock, Dayman. 
  
MEETING ADJOURNED:  The meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.   
  
FUTURE DATES:      October  10, 2011 – 7:00 p.m. – Regular Board Meeting 
  
  

OPEN ENROLLMENT 
  

Open Enrollment is the process by which a parent or guardian residing in an Iowa school district may 
enroll their child into a public school district other than the one in which they reside.  The deadline for 
filing an Open Enrollment Application for students in grades 1-12 is March 1st prior to the school year of 
requested attendance.  The deadline for filing an open enrollment request for an incoming kindergarten 
child is September 1st of the year open enrollment is first requested.  For more information on Open 
Enrollment, please visit the district website at www.pleasval.k12.ia.us, email or call Kelly Hatler, 
hatlerk@pleasval.k12.ia.us at the Administration Center at (563)332-5550. 
  
  
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT PARENTS OR 
GUARDIANS WITH CHILDREN ATTENDING NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
  
Per Iowa Code Section 285.3, in order to qualify for parental reimbursement, a parent or 
guardian of a student attending an accredited nonpublic school who furnishes 
transportation for the student in accordance with this section, shall submit a notice of 
nonpublic school attendance to the resident public school district, notifying the district 
that the student is enrolled in and will attend an accredited nonpublic school during the 
period for which parental reimbursement is being requested.  The notice shall be filed with 
the resident public school district not later than December 1 for the first semester claim and May 1 
for the second semester claim each year.  Forms which must be filled out in order to qualify for this 
parental reimbursement are available at the Belmont Administration Center, 525 Belmont Road, 
Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 and on the district website at http://www.pleasval.k12.ia.us.  Information 
needed to complete the form includes the parent or guardian’s name and address, the 
name, age, and grade level of the student, the name of the nonpublic school and its 
location and the number of miles one way to transport the child from home to 
school.  Iowa Code Section 285.1, subsection 3, limits the number of students that may be 
eligible for parent reimbursement to a maximum of three (3) elementary students and 
one (1) high school student per family.     
  
 


